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A History of Chartreuse

Inchworm belly, parrot beak,

color not made of halves, but two wholes

one hundred and thirty herbs gathered after
snowdrift, the Alps scoured

by balding Carthusians, murmuring prayers
for the souls of the degenerate

I google a bottle, having never tasted its ink

imagine some licorice hum, hear

listen to God in the shush between the mountains
mourth what you will to the back of a silent brother’s head -

lily grass, butter slime, mounrain dew,

sneaker lace, frog leg, highlighter tip

staz crux dum volvitur orbis

the monks say the cross is steadjr

while the world turns, I bet I could learn
to drink deeply from the elixir of a life so potent

it could speak secrets of how 1o live beyond time
and also in the preseny

when Anthony Blanche swallowed the spectrum

was he too wearing a white knit cap?

alien scale, banana pepper, fern mold,
neon pothos snaking through kirchen sun

I can’t handle 138 proof of anything .
and keep my head held up—once I tilred shots

of chéap tequila in Hongdae, a gaggle of young girls
our skin bright yellow, then green in the flashing lights

of a back-alley dance hall—T'm not young anymore
there’s so much salt I haven't tasted

maybe 1 could still be a bartender's darling
a flashy artisanal small batch booze

acid polish, lemur’s eye, baby ginkgo,
tart lime, cl_lameleon tail curled in a smile

I could be a bottle of something only two
old monks know the sectet recipe for

ride with them each morning

as their car teeters up the mounrain

to the distillery that is also a postcard
of the Alps’ broadly shining teeth

the secret to being alone is becoming .
vegetal—not needing to know anyone’s secrets
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but the monk. Jean-Jacques is an old, old man

and | married sixteen summers ago with a bunch -

of loose yellow lilies in my hands |
I'm color-coded for ignition, chlorophyll, wedded bliss

life steeped in a color so reckless

could only be a dangerous good

a glass bottle reminder to count my blessings
and my herbs—take life over ice,
slurp a shot of swampwater, neat,

guzzle the last word, -

eat all my peaches sweet

soaked in bright green gelée




