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Kristina Erny

| BEcaAME FRIENDLIER

Grown used to chatting a baby
to avoid people

The art of strangers

My daughter
was a cute duckling,

an open bag of
pretzels

The world is

a person scowling,
an elementary
school, a husband, a
query, a small town

My child is my
habit. Silently,
my only,

too long

I will one day
be what
sociologists call
"alone"

So I initiated
an elevator ride

to countless warmer
kindnesses

Now I'm well-trained
in random encounters

I increase in a house
coat,

I crave weird friends

I the stranger
stranger

I became even better
touched by

my fussy inattention

began to love her goofy world
with faces

My alarm past me waddled up

On the playground,
people
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Her debut collection, BURNER AND OTHER STORIES, will
be published by Cornerstone Press in December 2025.

Kristina Erny (she/her) is a third-culture poet who grew up in
South Korea. She is the author of Elijah Fed by Ravens (Solum
Literary Press, 2023) and the chapbook PUT A COMMA
IN FRONT OF A PERSON (2024), winner of the Harbor
Review Editor’s Prize. She holds an MFA from the University
of Arizona. Her work has been the recipient of the Tupelo
Quarterly Inaugural Poetry Prize and the Ruskin Art Club
Poetry Award, as well as a finalist for the Coniston Prize. Her
poems have appeared in Southern Humanities Review, The Los
Angeles Review, Yemassee, Blackbird, Tupelo Quarterly, Rattle,
and elsewhere. She currently lives in Shanghai, China.

Susan Finch is an Associate Dean and an Associate Professor
at Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee. Her work has
appeared in The Chicago Tribune, Crab Orchard Review, New
Ohio Review, Greensboro Review, Nimrod, and elsewhere. Her
fiction has received several awards, and most recently, she was
the winner of the John Gardner Award in Fiction from Harpur
Palate. Currently, she is at work on a novel and a collection of
short stories.

Amalie Flynn is a poet and the author of Silicone (Alien
Buddha Press, 2024), Ripe (Alien Buddha Press, 2024), Flesh
(Alien Buddha Press, 2023), September Eleventh (Middle West
Press, 2021), and Wife and War: The Memoir (2013) and a
collection of poetry blogs: Wife and War, September Eleventh,
Border of Heartbreak, and The Sustainability of Us. Her writing
has appeared in Giant Robot Poems (Middle West Press, 2024),
Voices from the Front Line: The Pandemic and the Humanities
(University of California Health and Humanities Press, 2024),
Alien Buddha Zine #64 (Alien Buddha Press, 2024), The Alien
Buddha’s Best of 2023 (Alien Buddha Press, 2023), Alien
Buddha Zine #57 (Alien Buddha Press, 2023), Things We Carry
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Still (Middle West Press, 2023), Beyond their Limits of Longing
(MilSpeak Books, 2022), American Book Review (University
of Nebraska Press, 2022), Diagram: An Anthology of Text, Art,
and Schematic (Del Sol Press, 2003), The New York Times,
Time, The Literary Review, and The Huffington Post, and has
received mention from The New York Times and CNN. Flynn
serves as poetry editor for The Wrath-Bearing Tree.

Jana-Lee Germaine is Senior Poetry Reader for Ploughshares
and Social Media Marketing Manager for Presence. Her poems
have appeared or are forthcoming in Iron Horse Literary Review,
Water~Stone Review, Valparaiso Poetry Review, MER, Chestnut
Review, Tinderbox, New Ohio Review, Nimrod, Cimarron
Review, Bellevue Literary Review, Poet Lore and elsewhere. She
is a recipient of the Patricia Dobler Poetry Award and finalist
for the 49™ Parallel Award for Poetry. She earned an MFA from
Emerson College. She is a member of the Board of Trustees
for her local public library, and she can be found online at

i analeegermaine.com.

Jess Guinivan was selected for AWP’s Writer to Writer
mentorship program in Fall 2021. Her debut short fiction
“Salsola” was published by Weber: The Contemporary West.
She holds a BFA in Writing for Screen and Television from the
University of Southern California and works as a publicist for
stand-up comedians.

Carolyn Guinzio is the author of seven collections, the most
recent being A Vertigo Book, (The Word Works, 2021), winner
of The Tenth Gate Prize, and the Foreword Indies Award in
Poetry. Her work has appeared in The Nation, Poetry, The New
Yorker among many other journals. A Chicago native, she lives
in Fayetteville, AR. Her website is_carolynguinzio.tumblr.com.

Award-winning author and the founder/Principal Investigator
of Beyond Bars, a Mellon sponsored literary journal for
incarcerated writers and artists—Beth Gylys is the author



