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as masts and sails
of a dangling armada
gently bobbed on an invisible main,
rocking us at anchor in a harbor of air.

PORTRAIT: DAVID

Kristina Erny

Freetown, Sierra Leone

i
Cucumber sliced &

white sliced onion. Bowl

cradled gently in
lap. Offer story,

offer to mend pants.
Practice Krio.Shame

when we feel sorry
for ourselves. For we
know nothing in this
crack-white-plastic
folding
chair. Aunty took you
in.Took you to her
self, as her son. You
fight like it. Like love.

Here in this compound,

Guide.
The first night fire

& fires after. I
am not that brave.

Rat-
rustle the trash pile.

ii.
Remember the night
you told us your
father could wakka through




walls?

We read Lazarus.

Yu spoke soft, quiet

kerosene flickering.
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